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THE BISHOP’ ‘LBTTER. 


SHUNKING, S7BCHWAN. 


Oth November, 1936. 


My DEAR FRIENDS, | 
Among the many other great we are 


confidently expecting through the ‘coming of the 
Bishop-designate of Eastern Szechwan not the 
least is the contribution he will make. to: the pages 
of the ‘‘ Bulletin,’ and the improvements which 
will undoubtedly be seen in our little magazine as a 
direct result of. his outstanding literary gifts and 
experience in a much wider field. Which prelimin- 
ary will suffice to explain why my own Joatcad must 
not be unduly long. ) ‘ 

After writing for the. last ‘issue of the 
‘‘ Bulletin,’’? my stay.in Chengtu was a little longer 
than I had anticipated, both because of slight 
indisposition, and because of uncertainty of the 
situation around Kiangyu, where bandits had been 
unusually active; and as it turned out, the time in 
Chengtu was more than justified a as I was not. able, 
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owing to the bandits, to make the journey to 
Pingwu as I had arranged. 

Some six weeks ago I started out on what I 
hoped would be a very long itineration through 
_ the congregations in the north and east of the 
Diocese, but owing to unexpected physical weak- 
ness, the journey has had to be cut short at this 
point, to my genuine disappointment, as I had been 
greatly looking forward to going as far east as_ 
Tienkiang and Liangshan, and enjoying once more 
the privilege of meeting with the many colleagues 
in that part of the Diocese. I am advised, however, 
that the journey can be continued only at some 
risk, not only of inconvenience to myself, but 
anxiety and trouble to many others which would 
arise if I were stranded in some lonely Place far 

from immediate help. 

It -was.a great joy to be in Mienyang once more 
_and to share in the busy life both of the School and 
of the Pastorate. The problem of making more 
adequate provision for the many young folks who 
are entering the former is becoming increasingly 
acute. At the coming Synod, it will be one of our 
principal subjects for discussion, and it is to be 


hoped that light will be thrown on the path we 


should tread in that respect. 

_ The journey to Chongpa was continued with a 
certain amount of risk as bandits had been very 
active between Mienyang and that place. The 
public motor bus had been attacked by armed men 
with fatal results, and I was the only passenger on 
the first vehicle to make that journey after the 
disaster. I was able to return a few days later 
by the same convenient method, but it was only 
two days afterwards when another armed attack 
was made on the bus, and again passengers lost 
their lives, so that my wife followed the path of 
wisdom when she refrained a little later from in- 
cluding Chongpa 1 in her itinerary. 
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I was glad to be able to get as far as Kiaaiipn 
which is thirty li to the north of Chongpa, and to 
take part in the admission to the Church by 
baptism and confirmation of the first two members 
of the Christian community there. The future of 
the work in Kiangyu and Pingwu is still somewhat 
uncertain owing to the difficulty which 1s being 
encountered in finding an ordained clergyman, 
either Chinese or missionary, to undertake pastoral 
_ responsibility, and this I again commend to you as. 
an important subject for prayer. 

The condition of the country in respect of 
banditry did not allow me to fulfil my plans and 
proceed through Tzetung, and so, after returning 
through Mienyang, I went by motor bus as far as 
Tungchwan from which place I contmued the 
journey afoot, going through Futsunyi, Uen-Shan- 
Ch’ang and on to Paoning. At Uen-Shan-Ch’ang, I 
was particularly encouraged by the vigorous | 
Christian life that is already being manifested by 
quite a large congregation, gathered from the 
country around. In that region, the Spirit of God 
seems to have been directing a work in the hearts 
of many apart from ordinary human agency, for in 
spite of the fact that it has not been possible for 
workers in recent years to pay anything but very © 
occasional visits, the numbers of those who have 
been approved as fit for membership of the Church 
have been greater there than in almost any other 
place. It was with adequate reason that the | 

Standing Committee which met here last week 
decided that the Futsunyi district should be 
divided from Nanpu, and form a separate parish, 
and it is hoped that before long a suitable pastor 
may be found to give his whole time and care to 
the new parish. For the present, Mr. Aldis will 
have pastoral oversight, and, do what he can by 
visits as frequent as possible from Paoning. 

Paoning and Nanpu have suffered ‘specially 


3 


q 

a 

4 


severely, ‘during. recent years as a result of 
(‘omiunist incursions, and in all my previous fairly 
frequent visits to these places the material results. 
have been, only too evident and distressing, so that 
on my. .very. recent visit it gave me particular 
satisfaction, to note the tremendous improvement 
fo be seen. in, both: places. Numbers certainly are 
not: as, great as they were before the troubles, and — 
| it has’ not been possible to re-open the Paoninig 
beneficent ministry. In Apel for the first time, 
T-was.able to enjoy a stay of a day or two as an 
ordinary guest in a nicely arranged missionary 
residence, for on every previous occasion it was 
only with difficulty that the military occupants 
were* persuaded to allow one a place of lodging. 
‘And quite apart’ from material things, both in 
Paoning and Nanpu’ the. life of the Church is 
distinctly more active, and results are beginning 
again ‘to appear. 
Coming froin Paoning, it was a great joy to 
seein a’ happy day or two once more with the 
workers and orphans at Tanishan, where again the 
Church is- presenting a far more normal appearance 
than I have previously seen there. The Church 
has: been re-furnished largely at local expense, and 
a large’ and hearty congregation filled it on quite. 
« number ‘of; occasions during the time I was there. 
At Tlong, where the premises were entirely 
destroyed by fire only last year, the congregation, 
though - diminished in numbers, has kept together 
wonderfully, and it is hoped that a partial restor- 
atton-of the building may be effected in the near 
future, . making at possible for a responsible 
‘evangelist to be | again permanently resident in that 
needy’ place. | 
Sinchenpa, where I spent a delightful 
Nanpu and Yingshan, was also in a creatly 
improved condition with a worth-while congre-— 
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gation once more worshipping regularly in the 


_ restored premises. Yingshan, too, brought great 


encouragement with the extraordinarily well- 
attended and reverent services, and the large 
number of confirmees that were _ presented. 
Chowkow brought no small satisfaction, though the 
day spent there happened to be a busy market day | 
SO ” that those who attended were not many in 
number. In spite of much opposition, the Church 
is more than holding its own in Chowkow, and our 
two very young missionary colleagues who are 
working there deserve all the help possible to be 
given. 

And so I come to sickness 
has prevented more active work than that possible 
in the meetings, which extended over some days, 
of the Standing Committee of the new Diocese. 
Many problems and difficulties came before us but 
we were conscious of God’s presence and help as 
we sought the solution to these. Preparation of | 
the budget for next year brought a result happier 


than some of us anticipated, for in consequence of | 


excellent work done by a small committee headed 
_ by Bishop Ku in investigating the actual conditions 
in various parishes, it was possible to make self- 
support assessments higher by 40 per cent. than 
those in force at present, so it is hoped that the 
Mission will find no difficulty in acceding to the 
request for a grant definitely less than that for the 
current year. 

Another matter of importance with | 
the Committee dealt was that of the most suitable 
place for the Consecration of the new Bishop. 
After long and careful consideration, it was de- 
cided to ask the Chairman of the House of Bishops 
to hold this in Shunking (Nanchung) on St. Paul’s 


_ Day, January 25th. The Bulletin will be in the 


hands of readers some time before that date, and 
I am sure that very many will be joining with us 
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in prayer and thanksgiving as the new leader is 
solemnly set apart to his sacred office. The prospect 
of his coming has brought joy and satisfaction, 1t 
can be safely said, to every section of the Church 
in the new Diocese, and it is an enthusiastic and 
affectionate welcome that is awaiting him and Mrs. 
Houghton. 

I want to say once more how profoundly I 
realise what the Church in Szechwan owes to the 
Diocesan Association. The division of the Diocese 
into Eastern and Western Szechwan will only 


mean, I am confident, greater earnestness and 


fuller help by prayer and sympathy and gifts than 
ever before. The field of the Association’s 
activities will in no wise be changed, and a 
division of the Diocese will mean only a multipli- 
cation of opportunities for further zeal in the 


service of the Kingdom. : 


With cordial greetings and best wishes ‘to you 


all for every blessing through the coming year, 
I remain, | 
Yours in the Fellowship of Christ’s Service, 
JOHN HoLpEN, 
Bishop. 


LETTER FROM 
REV. B. HOUGHTON. 


CuinA INLAND Mission, 
'TORONTO. 


DEAR FRIENDS OF WESTERN CHINA, 

Miss Hughes-Hallett has suggested that I 
should write a brief letter for this issue of the 
‘* Bulletin,’’ and I gladly comply, although we are 
still many thousands of miles from the scene of our 
_ future service. Here in Toronto, largely through 
_ the influence of Professor Isherwood, of Wycliffe 
College, my wife and I have had a number of oppor- 
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tunities for telling of God’s leading and seeking 
to stimulate prayer for the new Diocese. At prac- 
tically every gathering we meet clergy and other 
friends who know and love Archbishop Mowll and 
whose interest in West China has continued in 
spite of his translation to Sydney. | 
We were greatly encouraged by the p.a.w.c. 
meeting held at St. Bride’s Institute on November — 
llth to bid us God-speed. It would be strange if 
we were not tempted to quail as we face the prospect 
of assuming such heavy responsibilities in Eastern — 
Szechwan, and our sense of personal insufficiency 
is as vivid as ever; but we should be faithless indeed 
if we were not immensely steadied and strengthened 
by the multitude of warm and spontaneous assur- 
ances of prayer-support which we received during 
our last few weeks in England. I know from my 
own experience how easy it is to give such promises 
in all sincerity and yet, in the surging rush of other 
duties, to fail in the persistent and faithful perform- 
ance of them. It is my daily prayer that the Holy 
Spirit may remind and enable our friends to fulfil — 
this ministry of intercession; and making all 
allowances for human frailty in this respect, we 
rejoice to know that a great volume of prayer will 
be ascending to the Throne of Grace on our behalf. 
The inward peace and strengthening given to us 
during these overwhelmingly busy weeks is one 
obvious token that already these prayers are being 
answered. 
_. May I be allowed to repeat the statement made _ 
at the meeting of our Association in regard to our 
immediate programme? We hope to reach Shanghai 
on December 29th, and to make our way as quickly 
as possible up the Yang-tse River to Szechwan. The 
place of the Consecration has been altered to 
Nanchung (or Shunking), about five days’ journey 
north of Chungking; but the date (St. Paul’s Day, 
January 25th) is unchanged. Delegates will be 
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present, probably, from nearly all the churches in 
East Szechwan; and the consecration is to be > 
followed immediately, God willing, by a meeting of 
the first Synod of the new Jhiocese, at which I am 
expected to preside—though Bishop Holden will be 
present, and I shall have the able advice and 
assistance of Bishop Ku. At the conclusion of the 
Synod, an ordination service has been arranged. 

Thereafter we hope to make Nanchung our 
centre—for there we shall have the advantage of 
fellowship with Bishop Ku and the C.1.M. Super- 
intendent, the Rev. C. B. Hannah—until the time 
comes for us to travel to the coast for the meeting 
of the General Synod at the end of April. Pray 
that we may have a right judgment in regard to 
our permanent centre. Paoning, where Bishop 
Cassels lived and where the Cathedral still stands, © 
was central enough for the undivided Diocese, but 
it is almost on the fringe of Eastern Szechwan and 
therefore relatively inaccessible for one who must 
expect to spend most of his time in visiting the 
churches. | 

‘* Through your prayer and the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ ’’ we expect great things. 
_ Our very weakness qualifies us for His empowering, 
and we do not doubt the faithfulness of Him Who 
has called us. 3 

Yours in the service of a common Lord,. 


NEWS BROM THE STATIONS. 
Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 

A short-term training course for voluntary 
workers was conducted here during October last, 
and, apart from local people, there were nineteen 
men and two women from the country churches 
present. Please pray for those who attended—now 
hack at their outposts—that each one may follow 
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on to know the Lord, and be more tully used to 
make Him known to others. Dr. Parke and Miss 
Wilson are kept busy in the hospital with patients. 
Naturally this means good opportunities for dealing 
with souls as well as bodies. | 


-Tanishan. The orphanage rice harvest pa 
in August only yielded half the normal crop, but 
we thank God for so much, where many in the 
surrounding district have had practically none. 
Definite plans are now in hand for re-building the 
burnt premises at Ilong, and we hope that there 
will soon be a suitable place for services again. | 


Day 3. Sintientsi. 

During the autumn Mr. Snow spent three days 
here. The Sunday services are being conducted by . 
Mr. Tai. The people are thankful that there — 
been a good harvest. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. : 
Attendances at the aides School reached 89 
on one Sunday in July. The recent harvest has 
been the first enjoyed by the people of this district 
for three years. A voluntary workers’ Bible School 
was held during July, when an average of twenty- 
six persons attended daily for a fortnight. Move- 
ments of troops have somewhat cleared the district - 
of bandits, so that a visit to the country has been 
possible, and Miss Mitchell spent ten days in: the 
Western district. On a mountain top _ several 
families have recently renounced idolatry, and are 
going to build a little church for themselves. 


Day 5. Pachong (Pachow). 

At the end of J uly, after a time of severe 
drought, another famine seemed to be threatened, 
but rain was sent and this was averted, for which 
we thank God. A short Bible School was attended 
by ten of the country leaders. This was held a during 


August. 
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Day 6. Nanpu. 
_ A Bible School was recently held for piistation 
leaders, when eighteen men stayed in the city for 
ten days. They came from the nine groups of 
Christians who meet each Sunday for worship in 
different places. Nearly all these men came sup- 
ported by funds from their own churches, plus a_ 
small portion of money from themselves. Mrs. 
Martin has recommenced her dispensary, and 
already has a good number of patients. Two women 
have to help the Pastor’ wife 1 in visit- 


ing and speaking to them. 


Futsunyi. The Misses Culverwell and Lloyd 
left for England in August. A few days prior to 
their departure they had the joy of seeing thirty 
three Christians confirmed by Bishop Ku. 
Christians had come into the market, some from 
long distances, to bid the ladies farewell, and at 
the same time ‘they officially welcomed Miss Mabel 
Wallis and Miss Hilda Wilson who have succeeded 


to the work. A week-end visit was paid by Bishop 


Holden in September, and he also visited Uen- 
Shan-Ch’ang where there were more people to be . 
confirmed. A Sunday children’s service is now 
held at Futsunyi, the outcome of a summer school 
in J the of Rev. 
Aldis. 


Day 7. Chowkow. 


| Prayer i is asked for a special effort to be made 
early in 1937 with the object of reaching the 
women. Misses Allen and Warren of Yingshan 


_ have been invited. Two lady school-teachers have 


lately confessed their faith in Christ, and it is 
hoped that they will be baptised later. Evangelis- 
tic work is being carried on regularly in Chowkow, 
Pengan and Hoshuch’ang, the latter prane being 


the Chowkow Church objective. 
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Yingshan. On Sunday, September 27th, 
seventeen people were baptised, ten of these being 
from Christian homes, Mrs. Uen, who was pre- 
vented for ten years from coming to worship, was 


amongst the number. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 

A short Bible School for country leaders was 
held during September, friends from Yingshan and 
Chowkow churches also coming for this. School, 
dispensary and evangelistic work is being carried 
on as usual. Please pray for new believers in the 
market of T’iao Terg Pa, and for several enquirers 
in that place. Prayer is also asked for work 
recently opened at Li-Tu, which is a large market 
on the Kialing river, twenty-three miles below 


Nanchung. 
Day 9. Kwangan. 


The missionaries returned from a acu and 
very beneficial holiday at Chungking early in 
September and since then there has been much 
activity; but church work is not encouraging in 
the city. We long to see the Christians more 
filled with life, and more sinners converted to the 
Lord. There are very good attendances at the 
street chapels but few decisions. Please pray for 
us. At the outstation of Ming-yiieh-ch’ang (Clear 
Moon Market) a Christian -gate-keeper has been 
installed and it is hoped that he will be a help to 
the few and feeble Christians of that place. 


Day 10. Yochih. 

| This is a large city but the ieosk ig very 
small and feeble. Recently Mr. Denham spent two 
Sundays here trying to help and encourage the 
Christians. Evangelist Yang came out from 
Kwangan and helped for several days in preaching 
the Gospel on the streets of the city. Great crowds 
listened most attentively and about 130 Gospels 
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were sold. Yochih has been without a resident 
worker for some months, but Evangelist Yang has 

now been appointed and prayer is asked that 
his ministry in that needy and neglected place may 
be fruitful. The few Christian women there spoke 
most appreciatively of the work that the Bible- 
woman Miss Wang has done, saying that she made 
the ee so plain to them. 


Day 11. Kuan-in-koh and. Taishiheh’ang. 


Taishihch’ang is the home residence of Pastor 
Wang Sheng-mo. In October a special preaching 
effort was made in this place and all available 
workers came to lend a hand. It is a very large 
market, as big as some cities, and great numbers 
of people heard the Gospel during the week. Mrs. — 
Denham and Miss Wang had very good times with 
the women. Several near-by markets were visited 
-and so preaching was done over a wide area. Forty 
men and women met together at the Lord’s Table. 
There seems to be more encouragement here than 
in some places. Their gifts towards the support 
of the Chinese workers have in previous years only 
amounted to about $15.00 but this year the Harvest 
Festival Offerings-came to $50.00 and they gave 
$40.00 of this sum to the Workers’ Fund. From 
Taishihch’ang we went on to Kuan-in-koh and held 
a week’s mission in that place, which is also a 
large market, almost as big as Taishihch’ang. 
Unfortunately Pastor Chao, who had been taken 
ill at Taishihch’ang, was not well enough to-help, . 
and Pastor Wang had to return home because of 
_ the death of his brother, so our small number was 
further reduced, but we had really great times of 
preaching on the streets and many listened with 
real interest. Altogether in these two markets 
nearly 1,200 Gospels were sold in less than a fort- 
night. At Kuan-in-koh over forty came to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper. © 
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Day 12.  Linshui. 

Work here seems to be a little more encourag- 
ing and Evangelist Liu is doing his best. It was a 
joy to see and hear him preaching in the campaigns 
at Taishihch’ang and Kuan-in-koh where he came 
to help. His bright beaming face is itself a good 
advertisement for the Gospel. He preaches with 
sincerity and has a message. He has the most 
difficult work of all in this district and is worthy 
of your prayers. 


Brigandage abounds throughout the three 
counties that comprise the B.C.M.S. district and 
is specially bad in Yochih. Harvests have been 
--very bad: the longed-for rain has not yet come and 
the poor people are getting desperate. Conditions 
are getting worse and worse and everybody is 
looking forward to the winter months with great 
misgiving. 

We had. heen ereatly looking forward to a 
visit from Bishop Holden who was to have visited 
Kwangan and Linshui early in November, but he 
was taken ill and had very ‘ lesaaadie to abandon 
his tour and return to Chengtu. He has never 
spared himself in the slightest degree and has 
tramped all over the diocese in all weathers and it 
is probable that the very strenuous travelling of 
recent weeks has over-taxed his strength. We shall 
all pray for a speedy return in God’s mercy to 
normal health and vigour. His example i is highly 
valued by those. who understand. : 


a class started for those wh gave in their 
names at the July Young People’s Campaign was 
encouraging, but with the opening of the autumn 
term the girls do not have even Sunday afternoon 
free. The mission school has been closed and in 
consequence Sunday School numbers dropped after 
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the summer, but they are gradually increasing to 
about 20 boys and 30 girls. It is hoped, too, to 
replace afternoon service by a Sunday School for 
adults. The women’s work is not very encour- 
aging; there are practically no new inquirers, so 
a system of weekly meetings in the homes of 
Christians has been started to which ‘“‘ outside ”’ 

relatives and friends are invited, but a far greater 
sense of personal responsibility on the part of 
‘Christians for such folk is needed. | | 


Workers from several asighbourian stations 
spent August at the bungalow at Chiu-Pan-Shih. A 
visit has been paid to follow up the good werk done 
there. Several people are interested and the local 
- school teacher is preparing for reception shortly. 
If saved and keen he would make a suitable leader 
for the work there. The workers are planning to 
visit this place and two other outstations once a 
month for a few days’ teaching and evangelistic: 
work. A short five days’ Bible school is planned 
to coincide with the Bishop’ s visit on November 


24th. 


When work restarted in Septeniber, : a ten days’ 
inedical-evangelistic campaign was held at Ma-Liu- 
Ch’ang, an old station where the work had 
_ collapsed. A few old Christians gathered round and 
the names of nine were registered as new inquirers, 
of whom some seem really to have believed. From 
October 11th to 18th, Mr. Guinness with Mr. Lui 
and Miss Li held an eight days’ series of classes for 
country leaders at San-Ch’ing-Miao, attended by 
eleven voluntary leaders; at many of the sessions a 
_ large number of local Christians also attended. That 
same week Mr. Bevan and Mr. Harper were five 
days’ journey distant, making a visit to Wanyiian 
(formerly Taiping), the first since the. Red invasion 
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of 1933 to 1935 and the famine of 1935 and 1936. 
About twenty Christians gathered for daily meet- 
ings. Sad to say they are in spiritual things 


- Jeaderless. Mr. Lui went on from San-Ch’ing-Miao 


to visit six other centres. Visits are also planned to 
Kaikiang, Suan-Han, Shuang-Ho-Ch’ang and other 
places by various members of the staff which will 
occupy time up to Christmas. In mid-October Dr. 
Gray, after a medical itinerary among the out- 
stations, reopened temporary hospital. By the end 
of the month a number of patients were coming 
daily and several had come in. He hopes to con- 
tinue till early in January. Harvests have been bad 
everywhere and next year famine conditions will be 
far worse than they were this spring. 


Archdeacon Fu has been giving a vigorous lead — 
in the work here both in city and country. The 
girls’ school and kindergarten are full. In 
September the Rev. John Carpenter led a mission 
for children which was greatly blessed. The Young 
People’s Band, ‘‘ Trees of the Lord,’’ in one month 
grew from a membership of twenty to fifty. Mrs. 
Fu is Superintendent of the three Sunday Schools 
with 110 children and ten teachers for whom she 
runs a weekly preparation class. Dr. Jackson has 
been doing outstation work, staying at P’in-Chin- 
P’u. From Iiangshan Mr. Carpenter went to 
Tienkiang for a four days’ mission at which an aver- 
age attendance of a hundred daily was registered. — 
Advantage was taken of Mr. Carpenter’s visit to. 
start Sunday Schools first for children from Chris- 
tian homes—and only these—and also for adults. 
Archdeacon Fu followed with four days’ morning — 
Bible readings for Christians and afternoon evan-— 
gelistic meetings; at these latter a number of 

decision cards were filled in and signed by interested 
men. 
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Opium-breaking Bible Schools have been held 
at Lin-Kiang-Shih and at Wen-Tang-Ching. _ 
At Tengchiachang, one of the country churches 
in the P’u Li, a new church has been erected during 
the last year. The cost has been entirely borne by 
local members (about $1,400). Archdeacon Fu will 
dedicate the church on November 15th. | 
Great interest is being shown in a new district, 
__ Ya-chi-Shan, and prayer is asked that a new church 
may be established there. = 
A two months’ drought following on a poor rice 
harvest is causing great distress, and a severe 
‘famine is foreseen in the winter months. Brigand- 
age is rife on the borders of the county. 


The great need is for life in the leaders. Please 
pray for nothing less than this, for nothing else 
will do. A small men’s inquirers’ class is held three 
times a week, but though they are willing to hear 
most of them are dull and illiterate. The Sunday 
School consists of 40 to 50 boys and girls, divided 
into three classes, two of which are taken by 
Chinese. Mr. Benson has returned from his special 
work in Honan to this station. He is specially pray- 
ing that God will give him contacts with educated 
people, many of whom know the Gospel while a few 
_ are professing Christians. Already these prayers are 

being answered. The preaching hall is open twice 
of thre times a week and the attention has given 


Day 19. Kweifu. 


| The Sadlers have temporarily left this station 
where the work is being carried on by the Rev. 
David Hsii. The young postmaster was much 
interested and when recently moved he definitely 
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declared that he intended to become a Christian. A. 
small official from the yamen has been coming for 
some time and is keen to read the Bible and any 
Christian literature. Mr. Hsii has lent him a good 
number of books. In all its departments the work. 
needs the breath of the Holy Spirit reviving and 
cleansing. Please pray for definite results in 
evangelistic work. The work at Yuin-an-Ch’ang, 
and its outstation Nanch’i is being left to voluntary 
workers for four months and an active witness will 
be carried on as well as the regular services. The 
-Nanch’i work continues to be encouraging; new 
people have been interested recently, but the work 
is shallow. Messrs. Benson and Derbyshire were- 
hoping to visit these congregations in November. 
The harvest has been very poor and it is feared 
that there will be much suffering this coming 
winter. Already there has been a great increase 


of brigandage. 

Day P’ing-Wu, etc. 

This station is said to be in a deplorable con- 

- dition owing to the activities of bandits, and it is. 
difficult to get reliable news of the little church 

there. 


Of Kiang-yu the Bishop writes: ‘‘ The two 
young men here, Clark and Robert, need all the 
direct encouragement it is possible to give them, 
especially now ‘that Mr. Bazire has been transferred _ 
to Chefoo School. I baptised and confirmed the 


first two converts here ’’ in October. 


Day 22. Ghongpa. 


The work in this station is suffering from the 
almost irreparable harm ’’ done by the unwise 
actions of a former Chinese worker, and there is 
creat need for prayer for a | Teal revival in the 
church. | 
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Day 27. Hanchow. ks 
Mr. T’ang is still the resident evangelist, and 
a Mr. Wei has been added to the staff recently. 
The Women’s Missionary Service League have 
taken full financial responsibility for a preaching 
hall and night school opened at an outstation, 
Chong-hsin-ch’ang, with voluntary workers. 


FAREWELL TO THE REV. ©. 
MRS. FRANK HOUGHTON > 


On the afternoon of November llth, 1936, a 
_ large number of friends gathered in the Hall of St. 
Bride’s Institute, at the invitation of the Diocesan 
Association, to bid farewell and God-speed to the 
Rev. and Mrs. F. Houghton. The Chairman of 
the Association, the Rev. Preb. H. W. Hinde, was 
supported on the platform by representatives of the 
three Societies working in the Diocese, the C.1:M., 
€.M.S. and B.C.M.S., and by members of the 
Executive Committee of the D.A.W.C.; and after 
he had read a passage from Isaiah lxi., Dr. Bartlett, 
of the B.C.M.S., led the meeting in prayer. 
The Chairman then recalled the fact that it was 
_ just fifty years since Bishop Cassels paid his first 
visit to Szechwan; and now the Diocese of which 
he had been the first Bishop was to be divided. In 
connection with this division and the election of Mr. 
Houghton to be Bishop in East Szechwan, the 


important question arose as to whether the Diocesan ~ 


Association, which had stood by the original 
Diocese for so long, should continue to stand by 
both Dioceses in future. The Executive Committee 
had given the mattér earnest consideration, and had 
decided, as stated in the October ‘‘ Bulletin,’’ that 
it should undertake to serve both, with the two 
Bishops as joint Presidents. He went on to say 
that. the division of the Diocese should be regarded 
as a great step forward and therefore a matter for 
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real thanksgiving to God that it had been found pos- 
sible. There would be two inevitable results of 


such a step: increasing efficiency in the work of the ~ 


Diocese, and increasing responsibility for the 
members of the Association. It was a call to us at 
home for an increased measure of support; and 
above all it must be an increasing call to prayer. 
He then expressed a very cordial welcome to Mr. 
and Mrs. Houghton, thanking God for all their 
work in the past and believing that God Himself 
had called them to this new task; bidding them 
God-speed in the assurance that they would go with 
a great volume of prayer support behind them. 


Miss Baring-Gould, who represented the Church 
Missionary Society in the absence of Mr. Gurney _ 
Barclay in the Far East, expressed the regret of 
Preb. Cash at his inability to be present. She 
likened the appointment of Mr. Houghton to a new 
‘* Apostolic Succession,’’ from father to daughter 
and from daughter to husband! Bishop Cassels, 
Mrs. Houghton’s father and the first Bishop of 
Western China, was one of the famous ‘‘ Cam- 
bridge Seven,’’ of whom there were two represen- 
tatives in the hall that afternoon. She emphasised 
the changed conditions in Szechwan to-day and 
the thought of all that God had done in the fifty 
years since Bishop Cassels first entered the 
Province. If we could but by our prayers help to 
spread the Gospel in that vast and important 
Province of Szechwan, the results of our work 
would extend through the whole world. In spite 
of Communism and all the other difficulties in China 
to-day, God is not to be beaten back. 


Mr. A. B. Keith, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, having spoken of his long connection 
with the Diocesan Association, emphasised the 
_ Chairman’s remarks regarding our increasing res- 
ponsibility; and after giving out some necessary 
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notices, the Chairman called on Mrs. Houghton to | 
address the meeting. | 
Mrs. Houghton said her thought was: ‘‘ Thou 
shalt remember all the way in which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years.’’ She was one year 
younger than the Diocese; and it was wonderful to 
think how God had led and prepared her for the 
work to which she was now going. The memory of 
her mother’s example would always be a great 
inspiration; she had loved the Diocese, not as an | 
inanimate thing, but as a number of people who 
needed help, | 


The Rev. Frank Houghton, who followed, after 
expressing his thanks to those who had gathered to 


- pid him and his wife God-speed, said that November 


11th was a memorable date for him, for on that day 
in 1920 he first sailed for China; and showed how 
his work in Szechwan for six years had enabled 
him to meet and get to know nearly all the workers, 
Chinese and missionary, then in the Diocese. Eleven 
ears ago Bishop and Mrs. Cassels died; and in 1926 
and Mrs. Houghton returned to England. It 
was a very great shock to learn that they were 
wanted to remain on the home staff of the C.I.M., 
but although it was most difficult, it was accepted 
as the will of God; and it gradually seemed probable 
that they would never return to China except for 
a visit. Strangely enough, it was in the course 
of their visit nearly two years ago that the sug- 
gestion of their permanent return was first made. 
It was then, too, that Mrs. Houghton obtained 
relief from a long-standing physical weakness. It 
was only after nine months of uncertainty that the | 
decision was made to accept the call; but it was 
followed by absolute assurance that it was God’s 
leading, and it was with humble thankfulness to 
God that he looked forward to sailing to take up 
his new work. 
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PERSONAL NOTES. | 
The Rev. Sir M. Beauchamp writes of the suc- 


cess, In answer to many prayers, of his recent 


operation, and asks for ‘‘ a note of Praise ’’ as he > 
now looks forward to further service for the Master. . 


_ Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins, who have been working 
together in Hanchow since their marriage, hope to 
return to England on furlough shortly. Mrs. 

Jenkins’ health has not been very good in recent 
months. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


It is hoped that before the next issue of the 
‘* Bulletin ”’ appears in April, it may have been | 
possible to get a new design for the cover to mark 
the division of the work under two separate 
Dioceses, and also to have a new and more accurate 
map on the back page. | | 


A Fountain Pen was found in St. Bride’s Hall 
after the meeting on November 11th last, and will - 
be returned to the owner on application to the 
Organising Secretary, Miss F. Hughes-Hallett. 


PRAYER MEBTINGS. 


At the meeting on November 11th, of which 
an account is given on another page, more than 
one speaker emphasised the increasing call to- 
friends at home to support the work in West China 
by constant prayer. This gives added importance 
to the monthly Prayer Meetings which are held on 
the third Tuesday in each month, from 3 to 4 p.m..,. 
at the offices (by their kind permission) of the 
Church Association, 14, Buckingham Street, 
Strand, W.C. (close to Charing Cross Underground 
Station and the Embankment Gardens). The dates 
of the forthcoming meetings are January 19th, 
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February 16th and March 16th, 1937, and it is 
greatly hoped that all friends who can _ possibly 


do so will make a real effort to attend. 


Remembrance of the West China work has been 
promised also at the following local Prayer Meet- 
ings, at which any who can attend will be welcome: 


Haling Hall, Croydon 


“Dunston, Lincs. 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... 
... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 


Emmanuel, Wimbledon 


St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 


Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... 


St. | Peter’s, Southborough... 


Thorsden, Guildford Road, 
Woking .... 


Christ Church, Beckenham... 
| .. 4th Sunday, evening service. 
.. Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 


St. James’, Dover ... 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... 


Christ Church, Richmond ... 
(Surrey) 


Parish Church, Sevenoaks... 
St. John’s, Ealing ... 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket — 


Union Hall, Dover ... 
Reigate Parish Church 


Christ Church, Barnet 


Ferndown, Dorset 


St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 


Ist Tuesday, afternoon. | 


Ist Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 


3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 
Friday). 


Fridays (two meetings). 


.. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 


Fridays, 7 p.m. 


.. Friday, evening. 
. Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
... Saturdays, evening © 


4th Saturday. 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


. LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, KIENKO (CHIEN CHOW). 
PACHUNG (PACHOW). 

NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, SINCHEN PA. 


_YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 


NANCHUNG (SHUNKIN G). 
KWANGAN. 
YOCH’ITH. 


KUAN-IN-KOH. 


LINSHUI. 
CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 
TACHU. 


TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 


LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. | 


KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 


WANHSIEN. 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


MOWCHOW. 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SONGPAN. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 


CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPBCIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTBRCESSION. 


US THANK GOD 


For all the progress of the past year; the improved 
conditions in Paoning, Nanpu, and other places; and the 
many open doors for the Gospel. | 

For encouragement at Uen-shan-ch’ang ; Ma-liu-ch’ang ; 
and in the young people’s work at Liangshan. For the 
response to the special missions held recently in Kuan-in- 
koh and Tai-shi-ch’ang. For the first converts baptised and 
confirmed at Kiang-yu. 7 
For the restoration to health of Sir Montagu 
Beauchamp. | 


LET US PRAY 


For God’s special blessing on the Consecration of the 
Rev. F. Houghton on January 25th as Bishop of East 
Szechwan; and for the Ordination service and Synod 
meetings to follow. For all needed grace and power for 
the new Bishop and his wife in the work to which God has 
called them. : | 


For restored health and strength for Bishop Holden in 
the months which remain before his return on furlough. 


That Mr. J. Gurney Barclay’s visit may be used to 
bring blessing and inspiration to all whom he meets in 
West China; and that he may be given real ynderstanding - 
~~ as he considers the needs and problems of the | 
work. 


. For the work and workers in the B.C.M.S. area, and 
especially for Evangelist Liv in his difficult task at Linshui. 
For the districts in that area and elsewhere which are 
threatened with famine conditions, or oppressed by 
__ For a real revival of spiritual life in Wanhsien and in — 
Chongpa. For the workers in Kiang-yu; and for the 
isolated Christians in P’ing-wu. 3 
_ That the New Year just beginning, and the ‘new era _ 
in the two Dioceses may be greatly blessed of God and may 
see a real forward movement in all the work, so that His 
Kingdom may be extended and a rich harvest of souls be 
gathered in to His glory. 
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PRAYER ROR THE DIOCESE OF 
WESTERN CHINA. 


_ Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 

through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised © 
that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have | 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 


, and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 


Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and- 
distress through the horrors of brigandage and famine. Restore 
any who through fear of man, the love of the world, or the attacks 
of Satan, have wandered from Thee, or lost their first love; and so 
revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the hearts of all that Thy Church 
_may be to Thy praise and glory and that from Thy people the Word 
of Life may sound forth throughout the whole of Western China. 


We pray also for Bishop Holden, Rev. F. Houghton and all the 
foreign missionary workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy | 
Spirit, and prepare them in heart and mind for the new conditions 
which they are facing. Graciously use those who are compelled to 


_ remain at home, and grant that their places may be filled by 


others whom Thou hast called and chosen to share the privilege of 
preaching ia China the unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 


PRINTED IN ENGLAND. 
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